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2012 was a year fi lled with implemenƟ ng new state and local legislaƟ on aimed at improving the health and safety of the 
residents of Pueblo. The Health Department also implemented many grant funded programs that brought unique and 
creaƟ ve opportuniƟ es to improve the quality of life in Pueblo. By reading this document, you will learn about the return 
on investment public health provides in the Pueblo community.

Community Priorities for Public Health 
Improvement Plan
 Colorado public health departments are mandated through Colorado Senate Bill 194-Health ReauthorizaƟ on Act to 
complete a comprehensive community health assessment. 
 In 2009, the Pueblo City-County Health Department (PCCHD) received funds from the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment to pilot Community Health Assessment acƟ viƟ es in Pueblo County. PCCHD partnered with various 
county-wide organizaƟ ons and individuals to complete this assessment.
 The assessment process has fi ve steps. PCCHD has completed four of these steps and is currently working on step fi ve 
to develop a strategic plan. Throughout the previous steps, data was gathered 
from various resources, meeƟ ngs, focus groups and databases. This data has 
impacted each step of the process.
 This process heavily relies on and involves community members and public 
health stakeholders to make decisions regarding which public health issues 
should be addressed in the community, how to address the prioriƟ es and 
actually implemenƟ ng the strategies. The priority issues and approaches were 
ranked and chosen based on evidence and feasibility.
 The two prioriƟ es selected to work on in Pueblo County include:
 • obesity
 • teen and unintended pregnancies
 Both of these issues pose a signifi cant problem in the community, but also 
have potenƟ al for signifi cant improvement.
 The prioriƟ zaƟ on process assisted with wriƟ ng a Community Health 
Improvement Plan related to the two priority areas.  The plan designates which 
organizaƟ on in the community is responsible for implemenƟ ng strategies 
related to each priority and what the community’s goals are for each of these 
areas over the next fi ve years. 
 The Community Health Improvement Plan will also assist PCCHD with 
revising and revamping its strategic plan. Health department prioriƟ es should 
mirror or refl ect those that are highlighted in the Community Health Improvement Plan.
 The Pueblo City-County Health Department recognizes and appreciates other partners who have been involved and will 
be involved as eff orts are implemented to improve Pueblo County. It truly does take an enƟ re community working together to 
make a lasƟ ng impact.
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Vital Statistics Perfection Award
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 The Pueblo County Offi  ce of Vital StaƟ sƟ cs was the sole recipient of 
the 2012 Five Star Performance Award in Colorado.  The performance 
areas included applicaƟ on audits, policy receipts, surveys, responsiveness, 
Ɵ meliness, completeness and training modules.  Each category has 
specifi c criteria that must be met 100% of the Ɵ me in order to be eligible 
to receive this award.
 Vital staƟ sƟ cs staff  members are pictured to the right, (l-r), Dee 
Speier, Sandra Garcia, Sandy Jimenez along with Dr. ChrisƟ ne Nevin-
Woods, Public Health Director.

Public Health Champion in Pueblo
During NaƟ onal Public Health Week PCCHD hosted a State of Pueblo’s Health community 
presentaƟ on. At the community event, the Health Department recognized an individual in 
Pueblo of signifi cant contribuƟ on to Pueblo’s public 
Health, also seen as a role model in the Pueblo community. 
Dr. Jarvis Ryals was chosen as the Public Health Champion 
for his support of public health. Dr. Ryals, a neurological 
physician, served on the Board of Health for 30 years, 
supporter of the ballot issue for a new public health 
building, aƩ ended a naƟ onal conference on behalf of the 
Health Department and served as an on-call physician 
when the Public Health Director was out of town. It is 
planned to annually recognize a Public Health Champion 
in Pueblo.  Dr. Ryals is pictured at the right receiving his 
pubic health champion recogniƟ on from Dr. ChrisƟ ne 
Nevin-Woods, Public Health Director.

Dr. Jarvis Ryals
Public Health Champion

Inspections on the Web
Pueblo County’s food service and child care inspecƟ on reports were placed on the department’s website during 2012. While 
these inspecƟ ons have always been public record, in the past individuals needed to come into the department to review the 
inspecƟ ons. The accessibility of these inspecƟ ons is much easier and can be accessed from the department’s website.  All 
inspecƟ ons regarding restaurants and child care centers are posted from the year 2012 to present. InspecƟ ons for Pueblo 
County can be found at www.pueblohealthdept.org.

How to Access Food Service InspecƟ on Reports
1. Visit www.pueblohealthdept.org
2. Click on Environmental Health tab on the leŌ  column 

of the page.
3. Click on Food Safety Program tab on the leŌ  column of 

the page.
4. Click on Restaurant InspecƟ on Results in the center of 

the page.
5. Enter establishment informaƟ on needed for request.

How to Access Child Care Facility InspecƟ on Reports
1. Visit www.pueblohealthdept.org
2. Click on Environmental Health tab on the leŌ  column of 

the page.
3. Click on Business Accountability tab on the leŌ  column 

of the page.
4. Click on the Day Care InspecƟ ons tab on the leŌ  column 

of the page.
5. Click on the healthspace tab in the center column.
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Rabies
 The 2012 rabies season, which typically runs from late March to October, was the biggest year thus far for rabies occurrences 
in Pueblo.  The fi rst appearance of terrestrial (skunk) rabies in Pueblo County occurred during 2010.  Since then the rate of 
rabies in skunks has more than quadrupled; climbing from four posiƟ ve skunks in 2010, to seven in 2011 and 17 in 2012.  
 Skunks found within city limits have a higher likelihood of coming into contact with people and pets.  Pets which are not 
vaccinated against the rabies virus have an increased chance of becoming infected. This in turn creates a greater chance young 
children or adults will become infected with the rabies virus from a household pet.  
 Also of great concern is the high number of loose or at-large dogs and feral cats that live within the city limits.  These stray 
animals are most likely unvaccinated and oŌ en give no indicaƟ on they may have been in contact with a potenƟ ally rabid wild 
animal.  It becomes a signifi cant risk especially when young children feel a connecƟ on to dogs and cats and want to hug and 
kiss them, even if they are unfamiliar with the animal.  It is important to remind 
young children to stay away from stray or unfamiliar animals including wildlife, and 
if they see an animal in need of help to noƟ fy an adult.  It is also important to make 
sure pets are up to date with a current rabies vaccinaƟ on.   
  In 2012, PCCHD held a rabies poster contest for middle and high school aged 
children.  With the intenƟ on of geƫ  ng kids involved in rabies awareness and 
educaƟ on, they would help to create greater knowledge and awareness in our 
community of this serious and deadly illness. The Health Department had great 
parƟ cipaƟ on from students in District 70.  The 2012 rabies poster contest winners 
were: high school computer generated drawing category Wyeth Wolnick, 10th 
grader at Southern Colorado Early College; in the 6-8th grade hand drawn category Alison Bregar; 6th grader at Vineland 
Middle School; in the 6-8th grade computer generated drawing category Shelby Fair, 8th grader Vineland Middle School.  
These students all did a great job and in addiƟ on to being our contest winners they also recorded a 30 second video clip with 
rabies informaƟ on to air on the public access channel within the county.

A rabies vaccine 
cost $12-20, when an 

unvaccinated pet bitt en 
by a rabid animal may 

lose its life.

www.pueblorabieswatch.blogspot.com
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Healthier Day Care Centers
 In 2012, PCCHD was awarded the Child Care InspecƟ ons Standards grant to provide training to local child care centers 
and home child care providers.  PCCHD staff  created a “Kids and Germs” training program consisƟ ng of informaƟ on on 

communicable diseases, immunizaƟ ons (for both children and childcare providers), 
and proper saniƟ zaƟ on, disinfecƟ on, and cleaning in the child care seƫ  ng.  
 During the grant period, PCCHD hosted fi ve training classes.  In partnership 
with Children First, a child care resource and referral agency for southeastern 
Colorado, PCCHD provided contact hours to child care staff  who aƩ ended.  In total, 
the trainings reached 89 child care providers, including 15 child care centers and 
59 (25%) preschools in Pueblo County. ParƟ cipants acƟ vely engaged in dialogue 
increasing their awareness and educaƟ on around health and safety in the child care 
seƫ  ng. 

Community Bookshelf
 The Pueblo City-County Library District collaborated with PCCHD to host 
Community Bookshelves at the Health Department. Community Bookshelves is a 
new program hosted by the library to place bookshelves in populated businesses 
throughout Pueblo. The bookshelves are fi lled with books and the public may read 
at their own leisure. Books are free to be read, shelved or taken home for further 
enjoyment. The books are donated or have been withdrawn from the library’s 
collecƟ on are reused and get another chance to be given back to the community. This 
collaboraƟ on promotes literacy throughout Pueblo.
 In PCCHD, Community Bookshelves are located in WIC, Vital StaƟ sƟ cs and the 
Clinic waiƟ ng rooms. Throughout Pueblo, there are over 13 businesses or organizaƟ ons 
hosƟ ng Community Bookshelves.

Every $1 spent on 
childhood vaccines 

saves $16.50 in future 
health care cost.

- APHA.org

Colorado Mission of Mercy
 The Colorado Mission of Mercy (COMOM) is a large-scale dental clinic that is held 
annually in a Colorado community. With more than 100 portable dental chairs, dental 
services are provided to children, adults and the elderly who cannot aff ord dental care.  
 Nearly 200 volunteer denƟ sts from across the state, along with hundreds of dental 

hygienists, assistants, lab 
technicians, and a myriad of lay volunteers and other health 
professionals, worked in tandem with community groups and 
agencies to beƩ er the oral health of individuals who came to 
the clinic.
 This event was held in Pueblo in September at the Colorado 
State Fairgrounds. PCCHD staff  in the Disease PrevenƟ on 
and Emergency Preparedness Division (20 staff  members) 
conducted exit interviews with all paƟ ents. Staff  put in many 
hours during the two day clinic that served 1,700 individuals 
from all over Colorado and surrounding states.
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Free Seed Market

WIC Program income guidelines
(Women, Infant and Children)

 In October, PCCHD hosted a free “Seed Market” through the Urban Garden Approach to Reduce Disease and Empower 
Neighborhoods and Schools (UGARDENS) program. Various Big R Stores® in the Front Range and Pikes Peak regions sent 
surplus seeds to the Big R Stores® in Pueblo to be donated to the grant project. By late September, the local Big R Stores® 
amassed an enƟ re pallet of seeds to be donated to the program, thanks to the generosity of many stores. 
 Seeds were distributed to community and school gardens, and other local schools to be donated to families who were 
interested in growing produce at home. At least one person from every UGARDENS site aƩ ended, with the total number 
of individuals in aƩ endance esƟ mated at 200. No one was turned away that day. AddiƟ onal schools that were interested 
in starƟ ng gardens on-site, but did not receive funding to do so, also aƩ ended, with three having plans to create “sensory 
gardens” for children with special needs. 
 InformaƟ on on how to start seedlings indoors, as well as growth zones, was distributed to the local educaƟ on insƟ tuƟ ons 
for reference and technical assistance. The remaining seeds were donated to Catholic ChariƟ es for needy families and to 
Pikes Peak Urban Gardens for the Farm-to-School program. Big R Stores® expressed an interest to turn the donaƟ on into a 
yearly giŌ , which would have a signifi cant posiƟ ve impact on the sustainability of the community garden movement in Pueblo 
County.

Par  cipants fi llings bags with seeds to plant in Pueblo. Community garden tending.

“For every 
$1 invested in 

programs aimed 
at preventing 
unintended 

pregnancies, 
almost $4 are 

saved.”
- Association of 

American Medical 
Colleges
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2012 Outbreak Investigation
 The Environmental Health Specialists in the Food Safety Program invesƟ gated an outbreak of Clostridium perfringens in 
late April 2012. Out of 81 aƩ endees at a catered luncheon, 36 became ill; none required hospitalizaƟ on and all recovered. The 
outbreak invesƟ gaƟ on involved many hours interviewing aƩ endees of the luncheon, inspecƟ ng the implicated facility, closing 
the facility and educaƟ ng the staff  of the facility.
 An inspecƟ on was conducted at the facility and it was determined the source of the illness was a beef dish that had been 
improperly cooled and was in the temperature danger zone, (between 41°F - 135°F) for more than four hours. Throughout 
the closure, inspectors worked very closely with the caterer to create standard operaƟ ng procedures addressing the problems 
that plagued the catering staff  and led to serving unsafe food.  Training and cooking demonstraƟ ons were given to the catering 
staff  during the closure allowing them to learn proper procedures and reassess old ones.  Each staff  member was required to 
pass a wriƩ en food safety test. Finally the caterer was granted approval to re-open with increased inspecƟ on frequencies for 
the remainder of the year.

Residential Housing
 In March 2012, the City of Pueblo adopted the 2009 InternaƟ onal Property 
Maintenance Code. The InternaƟ onal Property Maintenance Code replaced the 
1997 ResidenƟ al Housing Code enforced by PCCHD and Regional Building.  The 
responsibiliƟ es of the InternaƟ onal Property Maintenance Code are distributed 
among City of Pueblo departments.  PCCHD has the responsibility of enforcing 
the porƟ ons of the code that deal with pest harborage, infestaƟ ons, interior 
sanitaƟ on and mold.  A total of 325 complaints were received regarding these 
issues.
  In 2012 the Environmental ProtecƟ on programs responded to 567 complaints.  
This was an increase of 8.4 percent over 2011. These complaints dealt with issues 
such as residenƟ al housing (hoarding, infestaƟ ons, and sanitaƟ on), solid waste, 
water quality, air quality, individual sewage disposal systems, hazardous materials 
and public health nuisances.  The table below shows the types of complaints received in 2012.
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Regional Clinics for Children with 
Special Needs
 The Health Care Program for Children with Special Needs (HCP) provides specialty clinics 
at PCCHD. Children are seen by pediatric physicians from Children’s Hospital Colorado in the 
areas of neurology, rehabilitaƟ on, and orthopedics.  These clinics are important as they provide 

specialty care in rural and fronƟ er communiƟ es in Colorado.  
 Beginning October 2012, PCCHD was selected to host 
specialty clinics in Southeastern Colorado. Not only has 
this kept specialty clinics in this region, it has improved 
collaboraƟ on between public health agencies in South and 
Southeastern Colorado.  A lot of planning and preparaƟ on 
was necessary to make this transiƟ on.  Clinics have been 
very successful and the region has benefi Ʃ ed from keeping 
these clinics in their community.  For the 2012-13 contract 
year, PCCHD will host four neurology and two rehabilitaƟ on 
clinics in Rocky Ford, in addiƟ on to clinics held in Pueblo.

HCP Client

Childhood Obesity and Developmental 
Screening
 In 2012, obesity was recognized as a priority health issue for Pueblo County.  To address this priority, the Maternal 
and Child Health (MCH) program at PCCHD chose to work on early childhood obesity prevenƟ on. Child care seƫ  ngs were 
recognized as a tremendous opportunity to prevent obesity.  By partnering with local community organizaƟ ons, PCCHD will 
work with child care centers to support healthy child care environments.  This will include performing assessments, providing 
training, and evaluaƟ ng progress.  
 In addiƟ on, the MCH programs at PCCHD will address medical home idenƟ fi caƟ on and assuring beƩ er child health and 
development. Research indicates early screening and referral leads to early idenƟ fi caƟ on and improved developmental 
outcomes for young children.  Health care providers who use a Standardized Developmental Screening Tool are more likely to 
correctly idenƟ fy developmental delays.  In 2012, PCCHD began its work to increase the number of providers using standardized 
developmental screening tools and to develop a roadmap to guide community members, as well as providers, in making 
referrals to agencies and systems.  By partnering with community agencies and healthcare providers, PCCHD hopes to ensure 
all children in Pueblo County reach their maximum developmental potenƟ al.   

HCP Client

“Investing $10 per person per year in 
public health prevention programs would 

save $16 billion annually, within fi ve years, in 
health care costs.” - Trust for America’s Health
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Protecting Youth from Tobacco

 In November 2012, the Pueblo Tobacco EducaƟ on and PrevenƟ on Partnership and its 
coaliƟ on Alliance to License Retail Tobacco (ALRT) were successful in convincing the Pueblo 
City Council to unanimously pass an ordinance to license non-cigareƩ e tobacco retailers 
in the City of Pueblo. The ordinance will be eff ecƟ ve March 1, 2013. This ordinance will 
allow a system to hold accountable those who sell tobacco illegally to minors. 
 Although it is currently illegal for anyone to sell tobacco products to persons under 
the age of 18 years pursuant to state and local laws, three out of four teens in Pueblo 

state they were able to purchase tobacco when they aƩ empted to do so. 
 The licensing fee covers the cost of enforcement and administraƟ on of the 
licensing program. Non-cigareƩ e tobacco products are products that contain tobacco 
or nicoƟ ne, are made or derived from tobacco, is ingested, smoked, or inhaled, or is 
placed in oral or nasal caviƟ es. Other products include, any electronic device used to 
deliver nicoƟ ne or tobacco, cigar, cigarillo, and pipe.
 In decreasing access to tobacco, this will decrease iniƟ aƟ on of tobacco use. In 
Pueblo, people under the age of 18:
     26.6% use cigars
     19.3% use cigareƩ es
     14.6% use chew tobacco
 These rates are higher than the state percentages: 15%, 11.9% and 7.4%, consecuƟ vely. Tobacco use remains the leading 
cause of preventable death in Colorado and is a major driver of health care costs.

Teen Lifestyle Balance
 The Teen Lifestyle Balance program provided instrucƟ on at fi ve local schools in exercise and nutriƟ on using the Planet 
Health Curriculum. Sessions were held for 14 weeks during the spring and fall semesters. Students were taught the importance 
of healthy eaƟ ng and acƟ ve living to understand how choices and decisions made now aff ect them later in life. As well, the 
students were educated to reduce stress and achieve good mental health and the importance of a healthy body image. The 
goal of the program is to prevent chronic disease.
 ParƟ cipaƟ on included 331 students from Pueblo West High School, Pueblo Central High School, Pueblo East High School, 
Pueblo Youth and Family Academy, and the Community TransiƟ on House. Of those 331 parƟ cipants, 255 had pre and post 
biometric measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, resƟ ng heart rate, and waist circumference). The total number 

of pounds lost were 294.2 (an average of 1.2 pounds per 
parƟ cipant) and the total number of inches lost was 
58.6 (an average of 0.3 inches per parƟ cipant). 
 As part of the measurements, body mass index 
(BMI) was calculated. From the BMI measurements, it 
was determined six students moved from an obese to 
overweight classifi caƟ on, one moved from an obese 
to normal classifi caƟ on, six moved from an overweight 
to normal classifi caƟ on, and four moved from an 
underweight to normal classifi caƟ on.
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Testing At-Risk Youth for HIV
 The Health Department is currently working on a Colorado HIV/AIDS PrevenƟ on Program 

(CHAPP) through the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.  This grant 
provides free HIV tesƟ ng to people ages 12-24 years (such as teens in the picture to the 
right).  The program uses a rapid HIV test which requires only a drop of blood from a fi nger 
with results in 10 minutes.  Along with the test, the client receives HIV risk reducƟ on 
counseling.  Counseling is geared towards assisƟ ng the client to idenƟ fy their HIV/STD 
risk factors and ways to reduce those risks. TesƟ ng can be done in a mulƟ tude of ways.  

Clients can receive tesƟ ng 
in the Health Department 
clinic, outreach seƫ  ngs or 

in combinaƟ on 
with a class called 
Be Proud! Be 
Responsible!  The 
Be Proud! Be Responsible! class is a six-hour class 
taught to high-risk high school youth.  The youth 
targeted for the classes are those within the court 
system that have one of the following criteria: have a 
history of an STD, high number of sexual partners, IV 
drug use, homeless and have either traded or sold sex. 
The class focuses on empowerment, posiƟ ve youth 
development, sexual health and risk reducƟ on.

Preparedness Is Up to You
 Why are 72 hour kits important? Because the fi rst 72 hours aŌ er an emergency or disaster is 
up to you!
 You may think help is automaƟ cally coming and, unfortunately, this is not the case. Emergency 
responders will be focusing on those with the most criƟ cal needs fi rst. Past events have shown 
most people will have to depend upon their own resources. This period of forced self-suffi  ciency 
has been found to last as up to 72 hours. A kit may aid in survival for the fi rst 72 hours aŌ er a major 
disaster or emergency.
 There are basic kits; however, the kit should be tailored to your household’s specifi c needs. Do you know what you would 
need in the event of a major fl ood, man-made disaster, power outage, toxic spill, health-related quaranƟ ne or even if you 
were stranded on a roadway? For instance, would you have enough medicaƟ on, working fl ashlights, water and food on hand 
to sustain you, your family and pets? An emergency kit should be kept in the trunk of your car in case of roadside emergencies.  
Kits at home should be centrally located and readily accessible. At a minimum check kits every six months. The following web 
link gives detailed informaƟ on on emergency preparedness and kits, hƩ p://www.ready.gov/basic-disaster-supplies-kit.
 The Pueblo City-County Health Departments Emergency Preparedness and Response program distributes 72 hour kit 
informaƟ on and gives presentaƟ ons throughout the community to build emergency preparedness awareness and resiliency. 
Although no one knows what each day will bring, this informaƟ on can save a life. Emergency preparedness and community 
outreach is a vital part of how the Health Department serves the community on a conƟ nuous basis. 

Living HIV Case Rates by Race/Ethnicity and Gender, 
as of March 31, 2012

State of Colorado
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Conferences Hosted by Public Health 
in Pueblo
 Public health contributes to Pueblo’s economic vitality. During 2012, two state conferences and one naƟ onal conference 
were hosted in Pueblo, bringing aƩ endees from throughout Colorado and the NaƟ on.
 The Colorado AssociaƟ on for Recycling Annual Summit was held at the Pueblo 
ConvenƟ on Center, June 10-12, 2012 (pictured to the right).  A “Recycling Rally” 
celebraƟ on open to aƩ endees and the general public began the conference by 
off ering a free single-stream recycling drop-off  staƟ on. One ton of materials from 
over 200 parƟ cipants were collected.  Over 30 trade exhibitors displayed recycling 
and waste diversion informaƟ on, and professional arƟ sts sold original wares made 
exclusively from reused or recycled materials.  A record 275 individuals from 
the Rocky Mountain region aƩ ended educaƟ onal sessions, listened to keynote 
speakers and enjoyed fi eld trips to Pueblo area recycling faciliƟ es, including Evraz 
Steel Mill and Vestas Towers Pueblo. 

  The Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program 
(CSEPP) is a partnership between Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Department of the 
Army that provides emergency preparedness assistance and 
resources to communiƟ es surrounding the Army’s chemical 
warfare agent stockpiles.
 In June, 232 people associated with the CSEPP came 
to Pueblo for the annual meeƟ ng (pictured at the leŌ ).  
ParƟ cipants from Colorado, Kentucky and Washington, D.C. 

came to hear program updates and to learn new skills with their CSEPP counterparts. Included were program managers from 
FEMA, Assembled Chemical Weapons AlternaƟ ves, Pueblo Chemical Agent-DestrucƟ on Pilot Plant, Pueblo Chemical Depot, 
and Colorado Division of Emergency Management. The meeƟ ng was a success with posiƟ ve feedback from aƩ endees.  The 
next CSEPP Annual MeeƟ ng will take place during June 2013 in Lexington, Kentucky.
 During September, the Colorado Public Health AssociaƟ on’s annual Public Health in the Rockies Conference was held 
in Pueblo.  This conference hosted public health professionals and academia from across Colorado. With a theme of Public 
Health Unplugged, aƩ endees learned about maximizing resources 
through collaboraƟ on, program design and emerging pracƟ ces. During this 
conference, the State Board of Health and Public Health Nursing AssociaƟ on 
of Colorado met at PCCHD. Dr. ChrisƟ ne Nevin-Woods, (pictured at the 

leŌ ) Pueblo’s Public Health Director received the 
Roy Cleere DisƟ nguished Service Award given by 
the Colorado Public Health AssociaƟ on annually 
to someone who has made an outstanding 
contribuƟ on to the associaƟ on and to public health in Colorado.  Local highlights of the conference 
were tours of the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) CerƟ fi ed PCCHD building, 
UGARDENS tours, and morning runs on the Historic Arkansas Riverwalk. The ending of the conference 
coincided with the fi rst day of the Chile and Frijole FesƟ val.
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Core Values
 PCCHD is dedicted to the mission of public health by providing 
prompt response to ever-changing public and environmental 
health issues.  The workforce is guided by the following values:

CommunicaƟ on
Accountability

Respect
PosiƟ ve Aƫ  tude

Empowerment and Professional Growth
Teamwork

 Overall, there are 90+ staff  members at PCCHD.  The average 
years of service in public health of the current workforce is 
10 years.  The experƟ se and experience in the workforce has 
helped to maintain Pueblo’s greatest asset, public health.  The 
photo on the right is a staff  photo taken in February, 2012 in the 
main stairwell of the building.  

What’s Happening in 2013
 In addiƟ on to maintaining core public health services, PCCHD will also be acƟ vely pursuing the following acƟ viƟ es in 2013:
• Community Asset Mapping in downtown Pueblo idenƟ fying connecƟ vity of parks, sidewalks and trails to promote physical 

acƟ vity in Pueblo County.
• Mini-grants to schools wanƟ ng to implement the Colorado AcƟ ve Learning Project in their schools to integrate physical 

acƟ vity into curriculum.
• AssisƟ ng and educaƟ ng the public on enrollment in health insurance opƟ ons aŌ er Colorado’s insurance exchange is up and 

running.
• Food regulaƟ on forums to update local food handlers and restaurant staff  members about new federal and state food 

laws.
• Food handler training to reduce foodborne illnesses.
• Approval of revised on-site wastewater treatment system regulaƟ ons for Pueblo County.
• AccreditaƟ on preparaƟ on through the naƟ onal  Public Health AccreditaƟ on Board.
• Food System Assessment to determine areas of Pueblo County’s food system that can be improved in order to increase 

resident’s access to healthy foods.
• Provide support to Pueblo County school districts to adopt and implement evidence-based sexual health educaƟ on.
• EducaƟ ng addiƟ onal college student interns, nursing students  and medical residents.
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Report compiled and distributed by the Public InformaƟ on Offi  ce at PCCHD.  View the complete 
 report at www.pueblohealthdept.org.

2012 Revenues (unaudited) 2012 Expenditures (unaudited)

Every 
$1 spent on 

prevention saves 
$5.60 in health 

spending.

Select Public Health Services Provided
Animal bites  
Childcare center inspecƟ ons  
Family Planning program clients/visits
ImmunizaƟ ons given, total  
 Children immunizaƟ ons  
 Adult immunizaƟ ons   
 Travel immunizaƟ ons  
Communicable Diseases (including TB) 
Health Care for Children 
   with Special Needs clients 
Rabid Animals 
 SubmiƩ ed for tesƟ ng  
 PosiƟ ve rabid skunks 
 PosiƟ ve rabid bats   
Restaurant/food establishment inspecƟ ons
Special Event Food InspecƟ ons  
SepƟ c System Permits Issued:
       New installaƟ on permits  
 Remodel permits    
       Repair permits    
Vital StaƟ sƟ cs, total cerƟ fi cates issued 
 Birth cerƟ fi cates   
 Death cerƟ fi cates   
WIC – Total clients/contacts  
WIC – Total food voucher retail value  
Projected PopulaƟ on Base   

475
60

3,707
2,367

941
1,054

372
336

373

87
17

7
1,799
1,402

67
60
10

17,515
6,658

10,857
5,230

$3,424,930
160,852

448
48

3,850
2,574
1,173
1,040

361
285

529

86
9
8

1,117
1,954

62
51
15

18,970
7,290

11,680
7,590

$3,212,021
159,063

20112012 Top 10 Causes of 
Death in Pueblo 
County, 2011
All Cancers
Heart Disease
Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease
Stroke
UnintenƟ onal Injuries
Diabetes Type 2
Chronic Liver Disease and Cirrhosis
Suicide
SepƟ cemia (blood infecƟ on)
High Blood Pressure
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