PACOG

2035 LRTP AMENDMENT

Appendix 10: Public Input

NOTE: This document has been prepared using Federal funding from the United States
Department of Transportation. The United States Department of Transportation assumes no
responsibility for its contents or use thereof.
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10.1 Open House Advertisement

PuesLo Area Counci. Or GovERNMVENTS

City of Pueblo - Urban Transportation
Planning Division

NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, February 22, 2011
4:00pm — 7:00pm - Ball Room C East

Pueblo Convention Center

320 Central Main Street
Pueblo, Colorado

2035 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN AMENDMENT

AND ADOPTION OF
2012-2017 Transportation
Improvement Program

The PACOG Transportation Advisory Commission will be holding a
Public Meeting to receive input from all interested parties regarding the
adoption of amendments to major transportation studies now being
considered by the Metropolitan Planning Organization and
Transportation Planning Region (PACOG MPO/TPR - all of Pueblo
County). These plan and program amendments are for the “Pueblo
Area Long Range Transportation Plan for 2035” Transportation Plan
and the adoption of an updated Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) for the years 2012 to 2017.

Both documents can be reviewed at www.PACOG.net. Questions
or comments can be submitted with a “one click” reply message.

MAJOR TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ELEMENTS FOR 2035 INCLUDE:

. REGIONAL CORRIDORS AND ROADWAYS

URBAN, RURAL, REGIONAL AND INTERCITY TRANSIT
SERVICE

FREIGHT AND PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE

NATIONAL, STATE, AND REGIONAL BICYCLE ROUTES
PEDESTRIAN TRAILS AND SUPPORT FACILITIES
FREIGHT MOVEMENT AND INTERMODAL TRANSFERS
COMMERCIAL AND GENERAL AVIATION

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE ENCOURAGED TO
ATTEND THIS MEETING TO REVIEW AND COMMENT ON
THE FINAL DRAFTS OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
THESE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING DOCUMENTS. IN
ADDITION, THE DOCUMENTS CAN BE REVIEWED IN
PERSON AT THE MPO/TPR OFFICE AND QUESTIONS OR
COMMENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED BY MAIL, ELECTRONIC

MAIL, OR TELEPHONE TO:
Bill Moore, MPO Administrator Phone: (719) 553-2945
223 N Santa Fe Avenue

Pueblo, CO 81003 E-mail: PACOG_MPO(_@puebIo.us

P ———
DEPARTMENT OF FRANBFOATATION

Pusbis Avws Goumil of GovmTRnaia

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN........PLAN, PLAN, PLAN
Your avw frviled o alfend the meeting on Apsll 280, 2010 6 dsciss cureni
Fransportation lssues in fhe Pesble Matropoltiad Anes and rorel Feelilo Coumty.
WihyT Because you orlve, bike, wall, or take trameil, sod oo mey have seen
Pimcas whars you think we can improve e Iresspertation spslem.

PUEBLO TRANSIT CENTER & ZND AND COURT ST.
WEDNESDAY APRIL 28TH, FROM 4:00 P.M. TO T:30 P.M.

AMENGMENT TO THE PACOG 2038 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
The Puablo Arsa Council of Governments (PACCG] is tha designated Metropall-
Lan Franning Ciganization and Transgariation Plaming Region (PAGOG MPOITPR)
for the Pusble Counly region. Thea MPOYTPR i3 beginning work on  an
arendment 10 tho exisling 2035 Long-range Reglonal Transporfation Plan
(LRTP) and ihis Public M‘wllnp 1810 racoive ingul trom all intérasiod parties The

amirdmant (o the PACOG 2036 LRTP will analyze changos since oardy 2008
n Ine axdsling ummm Syslam, envirenmas, damogeraphic rends, Bnd any
other - significand changes withn the planning area. The goal I8 1o Rimulate a
LRTF wilh vissons, siralegies, and policies that batancs roglonal | iranspogiation
Improwement  plans, programs, and prionlies with local needs for  mulli-modal
mobilty, sately, sacurily, syslam qualily, snd Fvasility

COOT REGION 2 PUEBLO COUNTY PROJECT PRIORITY PHOGRAMING
PROCESS (4-P) MEETING “I'll| LOCAL OFFICIALS

A meesling o discuss roprosentativas of local governmant entiies the project
stalus, pronbas, and proposod mmsnons e the COOT Statewlde Transportation
Plan{S¥VF), and 1o tho Stafewide Transportation improvement Program{STIP)
COOT officsals will aiso discuss frangil funds made avadabli by the recen) FASTER
legisiation for local ransid Improvement projects. This s also an opporunity for
rasadants 1o meal Transponation Comméssioner Gliben Oniz, S, io discuss ranspor-
tafion izsuas within 88 paris of F‘uuh‘lo{:numy

chividisals Reqidring Speclal Tranepartstion, Aceess, or Communications
loeommadeiions Showld Naiify the PACOG MPO Ofice
By 12:00 Noan on Mondaoy Apmsl T4,

Flaasa submit QUESTIONS or COMMENTS fo: For SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS Contact:
Bill Moare, MPO Adminsiratar Todd Ahlenius, Sanior Planner

223 Morth Sants Fo Avanus 223 Norh Sanla Fa Avene

Pusblo, CO 81003 Pusbia, GO 81003

Phe (719) B53-2545 FAX: (719) 853-2389  Ph. (718) 5532944

E-meil: bmoore@pustious E-mak: tahioniuzfipusbio.us
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10.2 Public Comments

A Bridge Tg

PUEBL™ —
to W al

Pueblo's Future

Comment Form

I-25 and Dillon Drive/ Eden-Platteville Boulevard Interchange Improvements
Environmental Assessment (EA) Public Hearing
Pueblo Convention Center
320 Central Main St.
February 22, 2011

Please complete the following form to ensure that your opinions and concerns will be
noted. Please drop the form in the Comments Box here in the room, or mail to Mr. Mickey
Beyer, City of Pueblo, 211 East D Street, Pueblo, CO 81003. Additional information can also
be found at the Pueblo Area Council of Governments (PACOG) website. www.PACOG net

Please note your comment will become part of the public record. All comments will be
responded to in the decision document.

Do you have any comments, questions or concerns about the Action Alternative being
recommended in the Envirommental Assessment? (Feel free to use the back of the page if you need
more space.)

&elaf?,e@ 1§ oo J(Lc f\i{a‘hw\q‘ B}‘Oﬁﬂ{&mia' Bi-CIYC|P ROU'H'. _
Eor uu“ ll'Foriw.nf.uif' biwc}}ff recess a«nCl reuﬁs'Fan v’lfeJ l—c»
bé EW*NLJ’& eﬂpei‘m”v 00 _every Ci t>’ end rance ]Pe‘nfﬂ'.
Wil i Kes cma"bciés}nwé be rovtted ¥o Eliz.ead Dillon
e w(ll we l\ﬂu'l't in'l'u‘jfmle occéss 4‘0 Em{ﬂ f*icgt’?
B'_G:iclf/pecj.mcfesf SiGns nef’J__v{:o be o\{“\e\)'fbﬁ c».zul Bgﬁ%m
ot oel bridae W;no’r 10t atihe tad of the eatrance fumfs
v Y (conts on back,

Please provide your contact information if you would like the project team to provide a

response to a question. (‘”q) 5‘1’ §92LO

Seven Gilner, GillsGagsecs ITNREA " St feb|y 0 p1003

Le ef@reaf DivideBike £ Hike. N.Seate e Ave, Purelo}q (08100
Vances Bicyele {1109,. 5 Praicie fueblo 08100

-l Federal Highway Administration 3 5.
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Comment Form

1-25 and Dillon Drive,/ Eden-Platteville Boulevard Interchange Improvements
Environmental Assessment (EA) Public Hearing
Pueblo Convention Center
320 Central Main St.
February 22, 2011

Please complete the following form to ensure that your opinions and concerns will be
noted. Please drop the form in the Comments Box here in the room, or mail to Mr. Mickc}f
Beyer, City of Pueblo, 211 East D Street, Pueblo, CO 81003, Additional information can also
be found at the Pueblo Area Council of Governments (PACOG) website. www, PACOG net

Please note your comment will become part of the public record. All comments will be
responded to in the decision document.

De you have any comments, questions or concerns about the Action Alternative being

recommiended in the Environmental Assessment? (Feel free to use the back af the page if you need
e T
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Comments Received from Gary Carter, 6 Deer Run Ct., Pueblo, CO 81001
April 4, 2011

It is critical for the passenger rail service on the Burlington-Northern line between
Kansas and Albuquerque be continued and coordinated with bus service in the Arkansas
Valley and along the Front Range. Attached is a schedule from the AMTRAK system.

The State should oppose the possible abandonment of the rail line between Trinidad and
Raton, NM.

Look at connection of passenger rail from LaJunta to the remainder of the Front Range.
The plan does not significantly address a long term freight plan.

The railroad connection between Pueblo and Canon City is receiving only minimal use
primarily from Rock N’ Rail (3 loads per week) and Holcum Corporation. Is there a
possibility of planning for use of the rail line for passenger rail or rail transit into Pueblo

from Pueblo West.

The plan does not provide sections addressing long range planning for rail services. This
should be a part of the long range focus of the transportation plan.
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10.3 Comment Responses

City of

PUEBL=

o R oA D OO

Pueblo Area Council of Governments URBAN TRANSPORTATION PLANMING DIVISION
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Direct: T18-553-2984
Transportation Planning Region (TPR) E-mail: pacog_mpoi@pueblo.us

www PACOG net

March 14, 2011

Mr, Steven Giltner
1718 E. 4™ Street,
Pueblo, CO 81003

Great Divide Bike & Hike
400 N. Santa Fe Avenue
Pueblo, CO 81003

Vance’s Bicycle Shop
2220 S. Prairie Avenue
Pueblo, CO 81005

Dear Sirs;

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the Pueblo Area Council of
Government Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) update.

With respect to the signage, the comments will be evaluated with the City and CDOT to
determine how to better sign commuter bicycle access through the City, especially considering
restricted access on [-25. Additionally, at trail connection over Fountain Creek is planned north
of the 13" Street interchange. This trail connection is planned to be constructed with the
improvements to I-25.

Your comments regarding the construction of curb ramps will be forwarded to the
Engineering Department. Many of your comments are controlled by Federal ADA regulations,
such as the requirement for the “bumps”. Other comments provide an in site as to how the curb
ramps impact or assist other roadway users, such as the width of the ramp along the curb radius.

Again, thank you for taking the time to review and comment. If you have any additional
comments please contact me at 553-2722.

Sincerely,
g Gz .ét"ié“f-f’ffc.
Pepper Whittlef

City Traffic Engineer

223 North Santa Fe Ave. Pueblo, CO 81003-4132 Phone: (719) 553-2951
E-MAIL: PACOG_MPO@PUEBLO.US
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Pueblo Area Council of Governments URBAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING DIVISION

Matropolitan Planning Organization [MPO) Direct: 718-553-2951

Transportation Planning Region (TPR) E-mail: pacog_mpo@pueblo.us
www, PACOG net

March 14, 2011

Mr. Ryan Kopp
1001 West Evans Avenue
Pueblo, CO 81004

Dear Mr. Kopp;

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the Pueblo Area Council of
Government Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) update. Your comments regarding
maintenance, connectivity and access are valid and are critical to the idea of multi modal
transportation.

With regard to connectivity, the City’s Planning Department routinely applies for grants
for trail connections or extensions; several connections are identified in the LRTP. The
Transportation Department will be adding signage along the roadways to identify where trail
access is provided. This signage project will be phased and will first focus on the access points
to the Fountain Creek Trail and the Arkansas River Trail.

The Bessemer Greenway is one of many projects that the City has considered over the
years. The difficulty of this particular project is that the owner of the Bessemer Ditch, has to this
point, been unwilling to entertain trail access along the ditch, In many places public right-of-
way exists but in order for the trail to be continuous, access to and cooperation with the ditch
owner is critical. Regardless of the difficulties, this project remains on the LRTP.

Again, thank you for taking the time to review and comment. If you have any additional
comments please contact me at 553-2722.

Sincerely,

fgﬁz?m J{/k:ftféfzj—‘

Pepper Whittlef C
City Traffic Engineer

223 North Santa Fe Ave. Pueblo, CO 810034132 Phone: (719) §53-2951 FAX: (719) 5§53-2950
E-MAIL: PACOG_MPO@PUEEBLO.US
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Pughlo Area Council of Governments URBAN TRANSPORTATION PLANMING DIVISION
Melrapalitan Planning Organization [MPO) Direce; 710-553-3851
Trangpartation Planning Ragian [TFR) E-mall: pacog_mpoimiehlo.us
wowew PACOG nat
April 15, 2011

Mr. Gary Carter
& Deer Run CL
Pueblo, CO 81001

Dear Mr. Carter:

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the Pueblo Area Council of
Governments Long Range Transportation Plan (LETP) Update. Your comments regarding
passenger rail, rail transit, and regional bus connections into and out of Pueblo are valid concerns.

Your concerns regarding the continued operation of the passenger rail connection of the
Burlington-Northern railroad from Kansas to Albuquergue and the concem of the abandonment of
the rail line between Trinidad and Raton, MM will be forwarded to the Colorade Department of
Transportation for their consideration in the Statewide Transportation Plan. These are valid
concerns that are of regional concern within transportation planning areas outside of the Pueblo
MPO planning area. There could likely be negative spin off affects to regional bus service if these
passenger rail services are discontinued,

Your concern regarding the lack of connections from LaJdunta, CO through Pueblo to the
remainder of the Front Range will also forwarded to the Colorado Department of Transportation for
their consideration in the Statewide Transportation Plan. Currently, Greyhound has stops along
the Lower Arkanzas Valley in Granada, Lamar, Las Animas, LaJunta, Rocky Ford, Fowler and
Pueblo.

The planning for passenger rail and rail transit has not been addressed to any significant
extent in either the 2035 LRTP or the current plan amendment. This has primarily occurred due 1o
the plan following the guidelines to focus on issues that can financially be achievable based on the
likelihood of funding during the timeline of the plan. The State Transportation Commission has
been working with the Rocky Mountain Rail Authority to develop a plan to guide the implementation
of passenger rail along the Front Range. The EMRA plan is scheduled to ba completed in 2012
In 2012, PACOG will begin work on a Long Range Transportation Plan locking out to 2040 or
possibly extending the planning harizen to 2050. Your concerns regarding planning for passenger
rail comidors between Pueblo Wast and Pueblo, as well as passenger rail planning connecting the
Front Range communities will be addressed more comprehensively, We welcome your expertise
and comments as par of that process.

Again, thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the plan update. if you have
any additional comments, please contact me at 553-2244.

Sincerely,

-'I._,' I:.' | S

Scott Hobson

Assistant City Manager for Community Investment
MPO Staff

223 Morth Santa Fe Ave. Pueblo, CO 810034132 Phone: (719) 663-2851 FAX: (719) 553-2850
E-MAIL: PACOG MPOEPUEBLO.US

Page A10-10



