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Use your map, geography, and thinking skills to answer the following questions.
Write your answers on the lines below.
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3
4

Where are the Appalachian Mountains? How do you know?

The sky was sunny and bright. “Hey, Dad! Can we go for a hike today?” Rory asked, excited.
“Sure!” Dad exclaimed. “But first, we should tell Mom where we’re headed, and then we have to get
organized.” Dad reached into a closet and pulled out his sturdy green and gold backpack. Together, they
looked inside and found lots of useful items—a small first-aid kit, a flashlight, and some extra batteries.
Rory put paper and markers into her own backpack. Dad carefully reviewed his favorite map of the forest, and Mom
peeked her head around the corner and asked, “Don’t you need these?” She held up two bottles of water, some granola
bars, and a pair of sweatshirts. Dad smiled and said, “Thanks, Purrcilla,” and packed these important items, too.

Which states border the Great Lakes?

It was turning out to be a great afternoon, but things can change in a moment—and they did. The sky grew black and
the air got cold. Brrr! Rory was glad she had a sweatshirt. Dad looked at the sky and saw that a big storm was brewing.
“Look over here, Rory,” he said. “Let’s take some shelter until the storm passes.” They ducked inside a shallow cave just
in time. Then the rain came pelting down!

Glaciers still cover the landscape in the Grand Tetons (in the
Rocky Mountains). Using the physical and temperature map, can
you guess which state is home to the Grand Tetons?

If your family was driving from your home to the Mississippi
River, in which direction would you travel? Which states would
you travel through?
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the United States
has a wide variety
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Imagine taking a car trip from your home to see the Rocky
Mountains. In which direction would you travel? What
geographic features would you see along the way?

of physical features
and weather events,
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What types of temperatures would you experience in Death
Valley National Park in California’s Mojave Desert? Would you
bring a raincoat?

The Hiking Adventure

“Oh no, Mom will be worried!” said Rory. Dad smiled and told her not to worry; Mom and Dad had made a plan in
case something like this happened. Hector Hummingbird, Dad’s best friend, would be coming to find them any minute!
Suddenly, in front of them were two shining eyes. It was Hector Hummingbird!
“There you are! Purrcilla asked me to fly out to find you!” tweeted Hector.
“We’re just fine,” laughed Dad. “But thanks for checking on us! Once the rain stops, you can take a message back to let
Purrcilla know that we’re okay.”
“That sounds great,” said Hector, as he shook out his wet feathers. Snug and dry in the opening of the cave, Dad, Rory,
and Hector shared a snack and some water. Everyone was tired, but they were safe.

Questions:
1

Describe Dad, the main character.

2

What did Dad mean when he said, “We have to get organized”?

3

What important items did Mom remind Dad and Rory to bring?
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If you were visiting Everglades National Park in Florida, what
types of precipitation would you expect to experience?
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What geographical, temperature, and/or precipitation factors
contribute to blizzards in the Northeast?

preparing for severe
weather, visit
www.ready.gov
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with your parents,
and click on Ready

What geographical, temperature, and/or precipitation factors
contribute to tornadoes in the central United States?

4

Do you think that before this hike Mom and Dad talked about how to stay in
touch during an emergency?

About the Characters:
DAD is an explorer who loves taking
his family on adventures! An allaround athlete, he stays in great
shape by climbing rocks and trees,
swimming across rivers, and running
through the forest and plains.
MOM (Purrcilla) is friendly and
energetic, and will defend her family
at a moment’s notice. Her wisdom
and common sense come in handy
when her family has questions.
RORY is learning how to plan ahead
so that she can handle any situation
calmly and with confidence.
HECTOR HUMMINGBIRD, Dad’s
best friend, is dependable and true.
He is known by other forest creatures
as the one to go to when a message
needs to be communicated quickly!

Kids for information
that you can use to
prepare together.

CONTEST! Create a name for Dad!
Ask your teacher for details. Deadline: 12/22/05

Visit www.ready.gov and click on
Ready Kids to find out even
more about how your family can
prepare for emergencies.
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Read the story, then think about the questions. Write your answers on the lines.
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To prepare for emergencies, families can collect items that might be useful and put them in an emergency supply kit.
Go to www.ready.gov and click on Ready Kids to find out how your family can prepare for unexpected situations. Then
complete this crossword puzzle to give you an idea of what kinds of things should be part of your family’s emergency
supply kit.

Clues
ACROSS:
2. _ _ _ _ _ light: A handy
tool to have if the lights go
out!

1
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4. Every person needs one
gallon of this per day!

Excellent Job!

Reproducible Worksheet 2

If there is an emergency, you will Be Ready.

Weather

Ready Kids congratulates you
on completing the activities in this
program to help you prepare
for unexpected situations!

for any

is officially READY for the unexpected!

Name:

Ready

Reproducible Worksheet 3

Reproducible Worksheet 1
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6. This comfortable piece of
furniture should not be part
of a family’s supply kit.
8. Furry family members that
should be part of your
preparedness plan.

9
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9. Some people have a
_ _ _ _ _ between meals if
they are hungry.
10. You might find water, a
flashlight, or a whistle in an
emergency supply _ _ _.

11

11. Fun items that families
can play together.

Visit www.ready.gov and click
on Ready Kids for a family
scavenger hunt to create your
family’s emergency supply kit!

DOWN:
1. Families can create a
communication _ _ _ _ so
that they know where to
meet and who to call during
an emergency.
3. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ bag: Great
for napping or keeping warm.
5. Every family member
should carry a contact list
with at least _ _ _ different
phone numbers that will
allow you to keep in touch
during an emergency.
7. It’s important to get the
_ _ _ _ _ about different
kinds of emergencies, so that
you know what to expect.
9. Keep an extra pair of
these in your supply kit to
keep your feet dry!

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
It’s important to be able to contact your family if there is an
unexpected event. Fill in the following information and keep a
copy on the refrigerator, in your car, and in your child’s backpack.

Parents/Guardians Contact Names:
Telephone numbers:

Out-of-State Contact Name:
Telephone number:
Neighborhood Meeting Place:
Meeting Place Telephone:

Dial 9-1-1 for Emergencies!

Crossword Puzzle Answers:
Across: 2. flash; 4. water; 6. sofa; 8. pets; 9. snack; 10. kit; 11. games.
Down: 1. plan; 3. sleeping; 5. two; 7. facts; 9. shoes
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